BLENDED LEARNING OFFER 2021/22
Following school closures in March 2020, home and online learning became the main strategy to continue
education whilst pupils were unable to attend school. Despite the reopening of schools, the challenges of a
worldwide pandemic to education and school attendance remain ever-present. Consequently, a blended
approach to learning in-school and at home will be an integral part of teaching and learning in the coming
months.
This policy brings together important information linked to best practice, the provision of resources, online
safety, as well as support for teaching staff, parents/carers, and our young people to form a blended
learning offer.
We recognise that a combination of online and home learning is no substitute for full-time classroom-based
teaching, but, if delivered effectively and routinely, a blended approach can at least mitigate some of the
adverse impact of school absence on pupils’ education and ensure we uphold our school vision statement
and curriculum values in any eventuality:
Through God’s love, we are the rich soil where roots grow and seeds flourish. Luke 8:4-15
At St Luke’s our vision is that everyone is to be nurtured, respected, and challenged to the best that they
can be, where every child is valued for their uniqueness and thus supported in their personal journey of
learning and growth within an environment of encouragement, compassion, and nurture.
PRINCIPLES:
Our blended learning offer has been produced in liaison with school stakeholders including DEMAT; St
Luke’s Local Governing Body; staff, parental and pupil feedback. In addition, it has considered educational
research such as the EEF’s rapid assessment evidence of distance learning and Rosenshine’s Principles of
Instruction. Collectively, St Luke’s Blended Learning offer has been built on the following principles and
feedback:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In-school and home learning lessons will promote the school’s vision statement and curriculum
values of developing a knowledge rich curriculum to meet the needs of all children.
Pupil’s health, safety and wellbeing will remain a priority.
Teaching quality is more important than how lessons are delivered. Ensuring the elements of
effective teaching are present – for example clear explanations, scaffolding and feedback – is more
important than how or when they are provided.
Ensuring access to all is key.
Increasing peer interactions will help to provide motivation and improve engagement.
Supporting pupils to work independently and consolidate learning will help to improve learning
behaviours and pupil outcomes.
Employing different approaches and resources will ensure pupils’ learning needs, including those
with SEND, are met.

PROVISION
In the event of a year group bubble or full school closure, St Luke’s will provide the following to ensure
there is a continuation of curriculum provision for absent pupils:
•

Daily Maths Lessons – resources and pre-recorded input.
➢ A PDF PowerPoint of resources and questions will be provided via Class Dojo and email.
➢ The presentations will take the form of a daily revision activity (retrieval grid) and an ‘I do, we
do, you do’ approach to help scaffold children’s learning and confidence.
➢ To assist, a video version of the PowerPoint resource may be provided so pupils can hear
and see teacher explanations and examples. We will implement this if the class has to be
closed for any reason longer than a couple of day – for example significant number of Covid
cases within the class.
➢ Once per week, the focus of the maths lessons will be arithmetic.
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•

•

•

➢ St Luke’s will have access to White Rose Hub resources and these videos and activities can
also be provided to complement home learning.
➢ At the end of each weekly resource, an extension activity will be provided to promote
reasoning and problem solving within a range of contexts.
➢ Where children do not have access to technology, we will work to provide a device and wifi
access. If this is not possible, printed packs will be available for collection from school.
These will be delivered when families are self-isolating. Feedback and support will be
provided through weekly phone calls/Zoom meetings (this can be increased if a child is in
need).
➢ SENd children will be supported with stage appropriate work and those with APDRs will
have home learning opportunities identified to facilitate the child continuing to make
progress.
➢ Children who grasp concepts easily will be supported with the provision of additional mastery
challenges to ensure accelerated progress is continually developed.
➢ Feedback will be given through live opportunities and quizzes taken at the end of the week.
Parents are encouraged to Dojo in any areas of challenge so that misconceptions are dealt
with in a timely manner.
Daily English Lessons – resources and pre-recorded input.
➢ A PDF PowerPoint of resources and activities will be provided via the school website and
email.
➢ The presentations will take the form of daily grammar revision activities (retrieval grid) and a
sequence of writing lessons, focusing on word and sentence level work before asking the
children to write a piece of text in paragraphs using these skills.
➢ Once per week, the English lesson will take a reading comprehension focus.
➢ To assist with writing in particular, a video version of the PowerPoint resource will be
provided so the children can watch and listen to teacher explanations and examples, such
as a modelled shared write.
➢ At the end of each weekly resource there will be an extension challenge which pupils can
access at any time. The challenge will implement recommended strategies and activities for
higher attaining pupils or those who seek further stretch and challenge e.g. writing from a
different viewpoint, in a different genre, summarising a text.
➢ Where children do not have access to technology, printed packs will be available for
collection from school. These will be delivered when families are self-isolating. Feedback
and support will be provided through weekly phone calls (this can be increased if a child is in
need).
➢ SENd children will be supported with stage appropriate work and those with APDRs will
have home learning opportunities identified to facilitate the child continuing to make
progress.
➢ Feedback will either be given via quizzes or work being uploaded to the Dojo Portfolio,
depending on task.
A Weekly Foundation Subject Block.
➢ For Science/Art/ History or Geography a PDF PowerPoint of resources and activities will be
provided via the school website and email.
➢ For other foundation subjects will be placed onto the weekly timetable with further
instructions for children to undertake.
➢ Learning across the foundation subjects may be supported by free online resources such as
Oak Academy and BBC Bitesize.
➢
Online platforms
➢ All pupils will continue to have access to online platforms including TTRockstars
➢ Teachers will be able to provide pupils with their log in details via Class Dojo if they do not
know them.
➢ Short bursts of daily practice are encouraged when reading, learning times tables and
spellings.
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•

Live, face-to-face meetings
➢ If classes have to close, pupils will be required to meet with their teacher collectively via a
Zoom link once a day (timings TBC).
➢ The purpose of these meetings will be to:
To meet and greet the class. To introduce the learning for the day ahead and answer any
initial questions. To ensure pupils know where to find resources and where to send their
work. There will be a focus on English or Maths with direct teaching occurring.
NB Those without access to technology will receive a twice-weekly phone call.
➢ Where individual pupils are isolating – they will receive a well-being call daily and will receive
a learning check-up call twice a week.

•

Feedback
➢ Live class meetings will offer some opportunity for collective feedback, both summative and
formative.
➢ Class Dojo messenger provides another method to obtain teacher advice and feedback to
questions and queries.
➢ Class Dojo Portfolio enables families to upload their work, particularly pieces requiring
application of knowledge and skills, for teacher viewing. Once seen, teachers can approve
the work.
➢ Teachers will provide a more detailed written comment (strengths and improvements) on
work once per week via Class Dojo.
➢ Where learning activities require the development and retention of key facts, pupils will be
able to complete a quiz – this will be provided using a link created using Office 365 Forms
(quiz function).
➢ Where self-isolating individuals complete learning at home, they are asked to bring in their
work for the teacher to view and add to the pupil’s exercise books, which demonstrate their
learning journey.

Overview of learning being provided
Symptomatic children at home
awaiting PCR result, but well
enough to work.
Parents are asked to only use
home tests if absolutely
necessary to keep this stage of
absence to a minimum.
Children to complete:
Reading
X tables
TTrockstars
Spellings
Visit
https://classroom.thenational.acade
my/
for ideas and lessons that will link to
what your child is covering in class*

Children self-isolating after +ve
PCR test and well enough to
work.

Class closure due to
Covid/snow/lack of heating/no
water etc

English
Maths
Topic including Science
PE (ideas for internal activities)
Reading
X tables
Spellings

Reading
X tables
TTrockstars
Lessons for Maths and English will
be sent with daily zooms to enhance
learning.
If longer than 2 days – work will be
sent out in line with children selfisolating due to a +ve PCR test.
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SELF ISOLATING INDIVIDUALS
We recognise that individual pupils and families may be required to self-isolate. We would ask those pupils
who are isolating, but feel well enough, to continue to engage with home learning to avoid any gap in their
education.
To facilitate this, whilst recognising that teachers will still be classroom-based, St Luke’s will provide the
blue sections above throughout the school year. Our aim is to minimise disruption to each individual’s
education by progressing their learning and easing their return to class, by providing the resources to try
the lessons they would usually simply miss out on if absent. As described above, any work completed
during isolation will be encouraged to be brought into school and added to pupils’ exercise books, which
demonstrate their learning journey.

COMMUNICATION
In the event of individual families isolating, parents will be contacted daily as part of our safeguarding
procedures.
In the event of a year group or school closure, staff will be expected to make weekly contact with all pupils
in their class. This may take place during daily Zoom meetings, but where pupils do not attend, contact
should be sought via telephone or email, with any concerns raised following school safeguarding
procedures.
In all school scenarios, staff will continue to be available to families for questions and advice during school
hours, Monday to Friday, via Class Dojo, email, and telephone. Parents should make initial contact either
via Class Dojo messenger or the school phone number. Depending on the context of closure, parents will
also be advised of a possible 24-48hours response time.

EQUITY FOR ALL
We believe educational equity is essential for all pupils: ensuring children have what they need to learn,
which may differ for some individuals.
Technology
For those families who do not have access to technology for home learning in the event of a class or school
closure, St Luke’s will:
•
•
•
•

Provide weekly paper copies of home learning.
Post/ deliver paper packs where families are unable to collect from school, staff capacity allowing.
Offer twice weekly phone calls with the pupil and parents to talk through home learning in lieu of
virtual class meetings – these may be from the class teacher or teaching assistant.
Predominantly make use of pre-recorded lesson input to give flexibility to those families who may
have to share electronic devices for home learning.

Adaptation – Fast graspers, SEND and school support
For those pupils who are unable to access the age-related level of home learning during a class or school
closure, due to a special educational need or who may be attaining significantly above or below their peers,
we will:
•
•
•
•

Offer full access to higher or lower year group content and resources, all of which include a weekly
extension task.
Offer a differentiated workbook, where pupils will be instructed to work on the same class topic, but
at the level suited to their ability at that time.
Offer activities to promote APDR targets, where this is applicable for the individual pupil.
Where possible – small group zooms for those who need additional support
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EHCPs & PP+
For those pupils with an Education and Health Care Plan or in receipt of Pupil Premium Plus, we will:
•
•
•
•

Offer all/any of the above as required.
Offer weekly individual contact with both the class teacher and link TA.
Offer personalised packs – where learning may be complemented by practical resources such as
counters and dienes in maths, this will be provided to families who are asked to send back to school
on the pupil’s return.
Offer reading resources related to the curriculum content that term

SAFEGUARDING
The benefits of online learning when children and staff are unable to be in school are clear. However, there
are also implications to consider for the personal safety, health and wellbeing of pupils, families, and staff
alike. Working remotely can have a negative impact on confidence, it can make people feel isolated, it can
be frustrating, and many may be concerned about keeping safe online. To support our full school
community, below are a sample of resources to support staff and families:

National Online Safety Guides for implementation by both staff and parents (scroll down):
•
•
•
•

10 Top Tips for Remote Learning for Teachers
10 Top Tips for Remote Learning for Parents
A Guide to Safe Live Lessons
Zoom

USEFUL RESOURCES & LINKS
•
•
•
•
•

https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student (TTRockStars)
https://www.tacklingtables.co.uk/ (Tackling Times Tables)
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf2f9j6/articles/z3c6tfr or
https://www.doorwayonline.org.uk/typing/ (Touch Typing)
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/ (Free Ebook Library)
https://www.duolingo.com/learn (Learning Languages)
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